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Full Legislature — 5-21-12
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: 1| ask all members to

please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance, led by
Alternate Deputy Presiding Officer Norma
Gonsalves.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Mr. Clerk, would you
please call the roll?

CLERK MULLER: Deputy Presiding Officer
Gonsalves?

LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Present.

CLERK MULLER: Alternate Deputy
Presiding Officer Kopel?

LEGISLATOR KOPEL: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Troiano?

LEGISLATOR TROIANO: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Solages?

LEGISLATOR SOLAGES: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Ford?

(No verbal response.)

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Scannell?

LEGISLATOR SCANNELL: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Becker?

LEGISLATOR BECKER: Present.
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12

Whitton?

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Muscarella?
LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA: Here.
CLERK MULLER: Legislator Nicolello?
LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Here.
CLERK MULLER: Legislator Bosworth?
LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: Here.
CLERK MULLER: Legislator Wink?
LEGISLATOR WINK: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Belesi?
LEGISLATOR BELESI: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Dunne?
LEGISLATOR DUNNE: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Jacobs?
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Walker?
LEGISLATOR WALKER: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Legislator Deriggi-

LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON: Here.
CLERK MULLER: Legislator Denenberg?
LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Minority Leader Abrahams?
LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Here.

CLERK MULLER: Presiding Officer
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12

Schmitt?

LEGISLATOR SCHMITT: Here.

CLERK MULLER: We have a quorum.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: As always, we're
going to begin with public comment. The first
speaker, who filed the first slip, is Joanne
Borden.

MS. BORDEN: My name is Joanne Borden,
as you know. Some of you still think
transgenderism is a lifestyle choice.

Mike Penner was a popular sports beat
writer for the Los Angeles Times for 25 years
before his transition to a woman. He said one of
his transgender friends put it best, and | quote,
"The best and simplest explanation | have heard,
we are born with this. We fight it as long as we
can, and in the end, it wins." | gave it as good
a fight as | possibly could. | went more than 40
hard rounds with it. Eventually, though, you
realize you're only fighting yourself, and your
happiness, and your mental health; a no-win
situation any way you look at it.

When you read the point when one gender
causes heartache and unbearable discomfort and
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12

the other brings more joy and fulfillment than
you ever imagined possible. It shouldn’t take
two bricks to fall in order to know what to do.
It always wins.

Penner shared his view; "How do you go
about sharing your most important truth when you
spent a lifetime trying to keep deeply buried, to
a world that has been grown familiar and
comfortable with your facade?

Transgender people have a mysterious
inner drive that literally forces us to assume
our true sex, our inner sex. That mysterious
drive is so powerful and so resistant proof that
it must be God's will.

| previously quoted the Bible, that God
does not judge by outer appearance, as doctors do
on our birth certificate. God judges us by what
is beneath the surface, what is in our heart. We
face severe discrimination in every aspect of
life because some mortals take a single
Commandment out of context and ignore God's
judgment elsewhere in the Bible. The truth is
never true until you have the whole truth. The
pass-out has the biblical references.
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12

We are not broken because of this. If
anyone is broken, it is the misled hearts that
deny us and even hate us. We not only need equal
protection under the law, we deserve equality for
our adherence to his Commandments in the face of
undeserved mortal discrimination and, in too many
cases, martyrdom. As Americans and as God-
fearing people, | urge you to give us Civil
Rights; pass the gender amendment.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Jacobs.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Joanne, you could
sit. It doesn't matter.

| just wanted to tell you that, as you
know, | did forward your -- not the last one but
the ones before -- to all the legislators to ask
them to consider it. And | also told you, and |
tell you all the time -- when we passed our Human
Rights Bill, we really believed -- until you said
something to me, | really thought we had covered
everything. But you brought to my attention the
explanation of what gender is; it was missing in
our law, unlike in surrounding counties laws. |
think it's a simple fix that we could do, but it
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12

hasn't happened as yet.

Kevan just said something to me which is
true; if there was perseverance -- if there was a
definition of perseverance in the dictionary,
your name should be listed number one as what it
stands for. But | also have a long record of
perseverance. l've got your recent letter. Our
lawyers will be looking at it. We'll see.

| don't know. | think one of the things
that's a stumble block here, | don't believe any
of us up here -- and I'm not doubting you, don’t
take this the wrong way -- have gotten, until we
met you, have gotten any calls whatsoever that a
person who needs the protection has, in some way,
been picked on, pointed out, ridiculed or
whatever. I'm not saying that should ever
happen. I'm just saying that that's why none of
us knew that the law was somewhat deficient. So,
| just wanted to explain that to you. Because it
never was meant to leave anyone out. It
certainly is difficult to get a change in when
there isn't a preceding complaints that have come
in. That's one of the biggest problems.

MS. BORDEN: | know. And | recognize
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from the wording in the law that the intent, what
the intent was. But, this problem started with
our founding fathers in their attempt to
eliminate -- to exclude women and African
Americans.

Once you mention one person as being
included in civil rights and discrimination
protection, you eliminate everyone else, and
that's the problem. It didn't start here. It
started a long time ago.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: 1| don't believe,
though, that our law mentioned only one --

MS. BORDEN: No, no. I'm just giving
you an example.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: all people must be
treated with equal rights and dignity. | don't
have it in front of me. But | remember we worked
very hard of this in a bipartisan way, to make
sure, to the best of our ability, we had covered
anything that could possibly come before us that
would have at all been considered a ridicule, a
prejudice, or whatever. So no one specifically
started out on this bill thinking we were leaving
anybody out. So it's going to take time. Things
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take time to change.

MS. BORDEN: There have been abuses in

this County; | reported them the last legislative
section to everyone, actually, everyone here, and
the county executive. These thing go on all the
time; people forced out of their apartments,
people embarrassed in restaurants and told to
leave because they don't look very feminine. So
it is a problem here.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Thank you.

Lawrence Cioffi, Nutmeg Court in
Plainview. Lawrence Cioffi.

MR. CIOFFI: I'm Lawrence Cioffi. I'm a
retired teacher. 1 live in Plainview. And the
reason I'm here is that last week | brought a
petition with several hundred names that was
submitted to Legislator Judy Jacobs, Mr. Schmitt,
and Commissioner Dale.

My petition states: We, the undersigned,
hereby declare that Nassau County Police
Commissioner Thomas Dale, have the legal
authority to discipline and fire cops. | feel
very strongly about this. | have been standing
in front of the supermarket. | have been reading
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 13

Newsday, following scandals on sex, injustices,
police officers not performing their job as they
should, being paid and compensated in ways that
do not justify the taxpayer.

| have here, in Newsday, where Police
Chief in Florida has stated the commissioner
needs to be the final voice in discipline. A
retired New York police captain, Edward Mannon,
works as a consultant and expert witness of law.
It says that Dale is being faced with tight
supervision and keeping track of his men, which I
assume all of you are fully aware of, is a
difficult situation when you have thousands of
police officers.

In no way whatsoever am | saying there
are no good policemen. There are policemen in my
family. However, the point should be strongly
taken that a bill should be passed so that the
police commissioner can discipline and fire bad
cops, which are going through arbitration, which
is justified in many ways but it doesn't solve
the problem because the ultimate decision should
rest solely on the hands of the commissioner
because the buck stops there and he is solely
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 14

responsible for the outcome of his police
department.
CLERK MULLER: Your three minutes have
expired.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Mr. Cioffi, you said
you submitted a petition. | don't have a
petition. I'm trying to find out where it went.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Mr. Cioffi, I, too -
- | know that you've written me an e-mail about
your feelings and the fact that you were going to
be circulating a petition. But | just called my
office. | wasn't being rude to you when | went
on the cell phones. | hate the cell phones.
But, | wanted to just make sure | didn't miss
something. Who did you present it to? Did you
present it -- where did you go with the
petitions?
MR. CIOFFI: | was at ShopRite and --
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: |1 didn't mean that.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: No, no, no. Who did
you give it to here?
MR. CIOFFI: Say that again.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Who did you give it
to here?

REGAL REPORTING SERVICES
516-747-7353




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Full Legislature — 5-21-12
MR. CIOFFI: 1 gave it to a police

officer in the police department, and she said
she was going to give it to you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: | wouldn't suppose
you know the officer's name?

MR. CIOFFI: What?

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Can | say something
to you? We're not doubting you that you may have
given it to someone --

MR. CIOFFI: | gave one to the police
commissioner.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: And in all respect
to everybody, sometimes -- there is so much going
on here, as you can tell from the number of
people in the audience, that it may have
inadvertently not crossed our desk. | do know,
going back at least a month ago, that you told me
you were going to be doing a petition on this.

But Peter and | were not being disrespectful. We
were both looking at each other because | knew |
hadn't seen it. And | just called my office to
see if they saw it, and they said they hadn't.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Did you say you gave

a copy to the police commissioner?
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 16
MR. CIOFFI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Okay.

MR. CIOFFI: 1| gave it to Deputy
Inspector Kenneth Lack, Friday afternoon, three
o'clock.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: This past Friday?

MR. CIOFFI: This past Friday.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: It may not have
gotten to us yet.

MR. CIOFFI: And | was in this building
and the security -- there was a young lady who
said she normally does not work there, and | gave
her two copies. She said she was going to put
them in an envelope and forward it to you and
Legislator Schmitt.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: We'll give him the
benefit of the doubt. It was Friday. It hasn't
reached us yet.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: We'll get it.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: But I'll check with
Kenneth Lack just to make sure we get our copies.
| thank you for coming up.

MR. CIOFFI: In conclusion, | would like
to see a bill passed that the police commissioner
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 17

has the authority to discipline police officers;
the bad ones, of course.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Thank you.

Let the record show -- never mind.

Ted Levy.

MR. LEVY: Good morning. I'm Ted Levy,
Executive Director of Freeport Pride, a non-
profit that receives substance abuse and youth
services funding from Nassau County. I'm here to
speak against the proposed revisions of the Red
Light Camera Law and any funding reductions to
the Office of Youth Services and the Department
of Behavioral Health. I'm going to share with
you why the proposed actions are wrong and why
they are unnecessary. Here are the reasons
they're wrong.

The revisions of the Red Light Camera Law
would be a breach of faith and, in my opinion,
would represent a lack of integrity in county
government; here's why. State authority to
establish the red light camera program was
requested based on the revenues being tied to the
funding of county youth programs. Now that the

REGAL REPORTING SERVICES
516-747-7353




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Full Legislature — 5-21-12

authorization is in place, it would be
disingenuous for the county to use the funds for
other purposes.

Every time we have pointed out that the
Red Light Camera Law protects county youth
programs, we were given excuses. First we were
told the law also covers the Department of Social
Services; therefore, there were insufficient
revenues. This, despite the clear language of
the law stating otherwise. Then we were told
that the fund had to cover the entire budget of
the designated departments, despite the language
of the law limiting inclusion to only the cost of
contract agencies. Then we were told that the
fund had to cover the gross contract cost when
the state was actually already paying for over
half these costs; this, despite the fact that
such double billing would be clearly wrong and
unlawful. Then, after we had debunked all of
that, and as early as last year we were told,
well, we could always revoke the law.

When the fund was established, Nassau
County made a commitment to county youth
programs. And be reminded, all of you who were
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 19

on the legislature in 2009 voted to approve the
red light camera rule.

The dictionary defines a pawn as somebody
or something that is being used for the advantage
of another person or organization, somebody who
is held as security usually as a hostage. The
funding of youth programs has, year after year,
been a pawn in county politics. The county said
we needed the red light camera program to fund
county youth programs. Now that the county has
the revenues associated with this initiative,
we're no longer needed and our elimination has
been proposed. And today our programs and those
we serve are being used as pawns in a new
political feud.

Now the reasons the proposed action is
unnecessary.

Over the last week we have been told
repeatedly we don't want to rescind the red light
camera law or revise it; we don't want to
eliminate your programs but we have no choice. |
have good news. We have developed a plan that
makes the proposed action unnecessary.

The Office of Management and Budget, last
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Full Legislature — 5-21-12 20

month, projected red light camera income, as the
end of this month, at over $10.5 million. This
projects a net revenue of over $7 million. The
red light camera fund ended 2011 with a surplus
in excess of $6 million. This total of over

$13.6 million exceeds the $8.5 million necessary
to fund the contracts of the designated
departments.

CLERK MULLER: Your three minutes have
expired.

MR. LEVY: Therefore, there is no need
to cut or eliminate the contracts of these
departments.

| have one paragraph left, if | can.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Go ahead.

MR. LEVY: As | speak, some of you are
preparing what you might say in response to my
comments. Your comments will start with, we
support your programs and we don't want to see
them cut or eliminated, but the other side of the
aisle is really to blame. Please don't say that.
Leadership is not pointing a finger to the other
side of the aisle. Statesmanship is not saying
there is nothing | can to, it's their fault.

REGAL REPORTING SERVICES
516-747-7353




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Full Legislature — 5-21-12

It's unfortunate that so many of our
representatives had decided to govern by blaming.
It's the most shallow and dishonest approach to
governing. Will one of you, instead, tell me

what we can do?

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Okay. | know there's
going to be a lot of give-and-take, and there
will be a hearing on this -- may be hearing on
this today; depends on what happens with the
bonding that is on for the tax certioraris. |
only take issue with you on one thing in your
comment.

You said that the red light camera
authorization, in the beginning, came with the
promise that it would be tied to youth funding;
that's not so and you know that's not so. The
red light camera authorization came from Albany.
It was an authorization for the county to put up
50 red light cameras, and fines obviously being
set at what they were set at. It was this
Legislature, both sides, that came up with the
idea of tying that money or dedicating that money
to go into youth programs. We did that, not the
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state. It was done in a bipartisan fashion.
That was then, and this is now.

And | agree with you; I'm not going to
point fingers. I'm not going to say talk to the
other side of the aisle. But | will tell you
what | told you when we met. If the bonding
passes that's on the calendar today -- I'm not
telling anybody how to vote. If the bonding
passes, all of this goes away. If it doesn't, we
have to lead. You said it yourself. We have to
lead.

This county needs to save $41 million.
There are $41 million in tax cert judgments out
there. If the bonding to pay those judgments
fails and the judgments start to come into the
county to be satisfied, we need to accumulate the
money -- we, the County -- need to accumulate the
money to pay those judgments.

The low lying fruit in this county is
gone. We have eliminated. We have cut back. We
have cut spending. We have consolidated
departments. We have eliminated 1,776 positions.
We need $41 million. If that means that we have
to go where we have to go, that's where we have
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to go because we have to have $41 million. It's
not anything against you. It's not anything for
you. It's just a statement of fact; the County
needs to accumulate $41 million to pay those tax
cert judgments, and we're going to have to lead.
You're right. Everybody has to lead. So there's
decisions to be made today. It's on the
calendar. We will have a vote on the tax cert
bonding and it will go up or down, whatever way
the members of this legislature decide how they
wish to vote, and their votes will have
consequences. Pleasant consequences one way,
very unpleasant consequences for all of us the
other. But we're going to do what we have to do.

MR. LEVY: Mr. Schmitt, | want to
correct you on the tying to the youth funding.

| was here at the legislature when the
county executive's office, at the time, made the
presentation on a PowerPoint presentation and
showed the cuts that would happen if the money
didn't come in. And we were asked by the county
executive to bring -- to advocate. Mr. Schmitt,
we were asked to the county executive to
advocate. Mr. Schmitt --
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CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Anybody on the --

MR. LEVY: | just want to finish my
comments. | was trying to correct you. That
that presentation was made here and | was here
with the PowerPoint that was made by the county
executive where he tied the funding to the
continued funding of our programs. And then he
met with us and asked us to advocate on his
behalf at press conferences, etcetera, where we
were there and then we were told to reach out to
our legislators to explain to them that the
passage of this was tied into funding for youth
programs.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: When was this?

MR. LEVY: We met with Irlene Hooper

Hill, the --

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Excuse me. When was
this?

MR. LEVY: This was when the law was
passed.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: So back in 2007?

MR. LEVY: No. 2009 the law was passed.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: 2009. I'm sorry. So
don't -- it is confusing, and I'm sure not by
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design. Don't say county executive. Say who it
was. It was Tom Suozzi. It was not Mangano.

MR. LEVY: [I'm not implying any county
executive --

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: 1 understand that,
and I'm not being argumentative. What I'm saying
to you is that when somebody says the county
executive, in peoples' minds flashes Ed Mangano.

MR. LEVY: The then-county executive.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Thank you.

MR. LEVY: It was tied. Mr. Schmitt,
the point of the law was not to protect agencies
when protection wasn't necessary, when there was
money plentiful. The idea was to protect
agencies as money got tight because we had worked
to get that money into Nassau County. To now
rescind that law is just a breach of faith of a
commitment that was made to youth programs and to
human service programs.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: It's an unpleasant
situation, I'll grant you that. | have many
legislators who want to respond.

MR. LEVY: Now, | want to remind you
that we presented a proposal. | presented it to
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you when | met with you. | presented it to Mr.
Abrahams when | met with him last week, and |
also discussed it with Mr. Nevin and with Mr.
Sullivan in brief telephone conversations that
does there is already sufficient money realized
in the red light camera fund from the small
rollover from last year and from the amount that
was already raised this year to cover all the
contracts in the human services department for
the rest of this year.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: And what did they
say?

MR. LEVY: What | was told is we'd have
to look into that. We may want to take that
money back retroactively. 1 said is that legal?
He said it's a matter for the lawyers. That's
what your aide said in our meeting, that it could
be taken retroactively. But that just doesn't
make any sense. If you passed a law today, it
can't affect what was done in the past. | would
ask that you not go through with the intended
actions because we have an alternative.

| want to remind you that we came up with
the alternative for the Wal-Mart settlement case,
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which restructured the Wal-Mart monies that were
paid to the county as part of that lawsuit, and
saved drastic cuts to youth services programs
three years ago. We've also worked to get money
donated to the county to help pay for our causes
through several foundations. So we have always
come up with alternatives and tried to present
them to the county. But the idea is not to say
we can't do this because of that or because of
this, but to work together to make it happen. As
| tried to implore in our meeting with you, this
can be avoided if we work together. But if there
is a vote here without anybody reaching out to
us, without any conversation with us and just
saying we're going to take you out of the red
light camera law and authorize the county
executive to eliminate your two departments,
that's just not a proper -- that's not
leadership.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Okay. Legislator
Jacobs.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Ted, you know we've
worked together for what? Almost 17 years.
There's no question in my mind that youth
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services as well as some other very seriously
affected services for seniors and for a variety

of reasons, mental health, etcetera, have always
been caught in this web because they really are -
- and | hate the word and | know you hate the
word - "discretionary"”, even though they affect
the people that we all want to help the most.

There is no question. There is nothing
in the history you just gave that is wrong.

Finally, when County Executive Suozzi, in 2009,
came forth again with the red light cameras, it
was this legislature, in a bipartisan way, that
decided, okay, we'll agree to the red light

camera money as long as it forever more takes the
most vulnerable people in the county out of the
equation of being slashed and burned each time
and having to fight for their very existence.

To be very honest with you, this really
saddens me because the amount of money --
especially, you're here for youth board. The
amount of money that is really, we're talking
about for youth board, it doesn't even come close
to what this county is in trouble about.

MR. LEVY: Total for human services is
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.2 percent of the total county budget.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Exactly. But the
point is this. This is what is always something
that people gravitate to because emotions run
high with it. And | thought we had saved you
from this again when that happened in 2009.
Unfortunately, you're right back here pleading
for your very existence. Shame on us, all of us,
on either side of the aisle if we can't find an
alternative. And if there was a surplus last
year, then use that surplus. But I'm saying to
you that to put you in this position again breaks
my heart. | will not be a party to it. We have
to dig deeper and we have to think more clearly.
Certainly your small part of that budget should
not be the ones that are continuously fighting
for your last breath not to happen.

I'm with you. I've always been with you.
And | thought we had stopped you from having to
be here again on this matter, but | guess | was
wrong.

MR. LEVY: One thing | would just like
to clarify is when you said because we're
discretionary. We are no longer discretionary if
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the law calls for us to be funded through this
money. But what we can't do is say we decided in
our wisdom, unanimously, that you would not be
discretionary, but now we've changed our mind
because we have a fiscal crisis. The idea was to
protect us in a fiscal crisis, not to protect us
when money was plentiful.

One legislator, and | won't mention the
name, but said it really very clearly. This is
to prevent the county executive from grabbing the
money and using it for something else. But
that's what's being done. The money is being
grabbed and use for something else.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: | know what
legislator said that.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: | think I said that.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: And I remember it
distinctly.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: | said that, right?

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: 1 don't think so. |
don't want to say who.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Did I say that?

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: I'm don't want to
say who.
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CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

of elimination.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:

tell you something.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:

memory cap on --

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

Judy.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS:

that?

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

MR. LEVY:

| have the transcript.

31

Let's go by process

But I'm going to

Did | say that?

People have to put a

| did. Yes. | did.
and realize --

He says | said that,

Who said you said

Ted says | said that.

You

said that you wanted to prevent the county

executive from grabbing the money and using it

for something else.

That's what the county is

now doing, they're grabbing this money and using

it for something else, which you wanted to

prevent.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT:

You said it had to be prevented.

And | would say it to

you again, if we were in a normal fiscal

situation.
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MR. LEVY: You didn't say | want to

prevent him grabbing it if we're in a normal
fiscal situation.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: | plead guilty to the
idea that | never envisioned a control period, |
never envisioned the county at the verge of
bankruptcy, and | never, ever, ever envisioned an
irresponsible, out of control minority, who would
do --

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Wait a second.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: I'm sorry. I'm
sorry.

MR. LEVY: This is not --

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Listen. Ted --

MR. LEVY: about --

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Judy Jacobs waxes
poetically about hopefully we can come up with an
alternative. There is an alternative on the
calendar today. And in the ten years that they
were in charge, the Republican minority never,
not one time, never -- and you can go to the
books and check it -- never turned down bonding
for tax certioraris because it was the
responsible thing to do, even after they thwarted
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our efforts in 2008 or 09 to fix the system, we
still provided the votes for the bonding for tax
certs. Now we're in a situation where they make

their choices, Ted, and then we have to make

ours.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Ted --
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: |If they turn --
MR. LEVY: | asked you a little while

ago -- | asked everybody to please not blame the

other person. You said, okay, | won't do that,
and then you went ahead and did it.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: It's hard not to.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Because everybody is
asking for an alternative, and | want everybody
to understand --
MR. LEVY: | want an alternative, but
the alternative --
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: there's an
alternative on the table.
MR. LEVY: Dbut the alternative is not to
blame. I'm not pointing this out to you. |
don't want the Democrats to say it's the
Republicans' fault for something. | don't want
the Republicans to say it's the Democrats' fault.
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| want people to work together for one time to
find a solution.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: We did.
MR. LEVY: Everybody's telling me why
this can't be done. | know it can be done if we
work together. If somebody steps above these
partisan fights that always go on and using us as
pawns and say we're not going to use them as
pawns because this is important. So let's work
together. Let's lock ourselves in a room -- this
is what | said to you when we met. Let's lock
ourselves in a room and come up with a solution,
not a fight.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: A solution. You want
a solution to be leave us alone and go someplace
else. | understand that.
MR. LEVY: No, no. | didn't ask for
that. | said I'm here to give you solutions.
I'm here to work with you. I'm here to --
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: We need $41 million.
MR. LEVY: We've always stepped up to be
part of the solution. We've always stepped up.
We even lobbied this year for the red light
camera money even though it wasn't going to us.
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LEGISLATOR JACOBS: | just want to

finish what | started.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Please do.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Listen. Back in
2007, from the operating budget, this County paid
$50 million for tax certs. Back in 2008, from
the operating budget, this is not bonding, this
county paid $40 million. Back in 2009 we paid
$50 million for the operating budget. | mean,
I'm sure you know where I'm going with this.
There was a fiscal crisis then, and there is a
fiscal crisis now. And during the fiscal crisis
then, in spite of the fiscal crisis, this
legislature stood up to the county executive,
which was Suozzi at the time, and said no, no,
no, no; you want red light cameras, earmark it to
protect the youth board, to protect social
services so we can go forward. Same crisis, my
friend. Things have not changed that much in
three years; we know that. The country has not
changed that much. So just realize what I'm
saying to you. For all those years -- 07, 08,
and 09, and 10 -- there was money in there. Now
we're going to bond for this, last year and this
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year. That's the only change there's been. You
need good organization. You need to think out of
the box. We used to think out of the box and we
got it done.
I'm not talking about the other side. |
can only talk for this side. There is no --
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Mrs. Jacobs, we
bonded in those years too.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Pardon me?
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: The record shows that
we bonded in those years too.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: Excuse me. What |
just gave you is the facts from the fiscal people
in this county. I'm telling you that --
forgetting about who or what, you don't care
who's responsible, you just want us all to be
responsible for keeping you whole.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: On that we can agree.
We don't care who is responsible. We want to
move forward. And in order to move forward these
tax certiorari claims must be paid; that requires
a 13 member vote of the legislature to bond, as
you well know. It either passes or it doesn't.
LEGISLATOR JACOBS: And it's only youth
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board that has to suffer if that doesn't happen.

Give me a break, Peter.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Obviously, if you

read the legislature it's not youth board.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: That doesn't even

get you off square one and start.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: And then the rest

comes with the following piece of legislation

which authorizes the county executive to do what

has to be done -- furloughs, whatever it is,

closing departments, shuttering departments,

whatever has to be done to get us up to that $40

million mark. It's it. It's now. It's the end

of the road. There is no more road to kick the

can down.

We either do this bonding or we gotta

do something else.

Legislator, are you done?

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: I'm done, because

I'm not going to keep going and I'm not going to

you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Me too.

LEGISLATOR JACOBS: point fingers at

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Denenberg.
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LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Actually, | was

next.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: I'm sorry. | had you
checked off already. Legislator Abrahams.
LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Thank you,
Presiding Officer Schmitt.
Ted, first, | want to thank you for
coming down. | want to thank everyone in the
audience for coming down on such an important
issue. | just want to bring up a very important
issue that | think is being overshadowed, that |
think we talked about when we met on Friday.
That issue, in itself, is that this legislature,
or this county executive, | should say, has been
dealt the very difficult task of coming up with
100 -- I'm sorry -- $150 million in savings for
this year before NIFA will adopt his plan. |
know there's a lot of discussion that his plan's
been adopted. But | think everyone full well
knows, and | think the Newsday editorial kind of
categorized it, | think, very well in
demonstrating what the optical is this morning.
The Presiding Officer asked me to put on
the record that Legislator Ford and Legislator
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Scannell are here in attendance and in their
seat.

That said, Ted. It's very identifiable
that the fact remains that NIFA, even with the
votes of this legislature to support any kind of
level of borrowing, still has the final say. And
in discussions that we have had, as well as it
being public and being in the papers and written
down in letters, there is no will of NIFA to
support any bonding of any magnitude without the
$150 million in place. As we all know, Newsday
reported earlier today -- | had given the county
executive a little bit more credit in our meeting
on Friday. The number is actually under $100
million if you go by what Newsday reports today.
| was under the impression it was a little bit
higher. That being said, the fact remains
they're still $50 million short. Now, if someone
can show me some documentation that NIFA would
support the level of borrowing of what Mr.

Schmitt is referencing today in regards to bond
certioraris, then maybe | have a different tune
in regards to what he is saying. Not with

regards to the borrowing, but in regards to the
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measures that he's talking about that he needs to
take.

The bottom line is very simple. This
legislature is being asked to do something when
the oversight body may not go along with it at
all. And to be frank with you, the oversight
body has been asking for these savings for the
last four months. They were due on February 1,
2012. We are now approaching June 1 and we still
don't have anything in place. So the only
direction | truly see, and that's in support of
what you're trying to accomplish today, is the
fact remains that without -- they're saying that
without -- and | don't want to put it to they. |
just want to make sure I'm rehashing everything
so we can say it clearly. The majority is saying
that, basically, if there is no borrowing in
place, then we have to go to these drastic cuts.
But they, themselves, can't even fully say that
with confidence. Because to say that with
confidence means that they must have the blessing
of NIFA that the borrowing will go through on
their end if this legislature approves it. |
don't think that's been said. | don’t think
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that's been said to anyone in this legislative
body. Now, if that is truly the case, then the
bottom line is very simple. Then what they're
talking about in terms of how to get the savings
is not reality. Reality is, I truly believe,

that you guys, and I've said this to you before -
- youth board, seniors was always a target to get
the $150 million in savings from the
administration. And | truly believe that the
repealing of this law will help them get toward
their $150 million cut. Now, to backtrack to
20009.

It was always our believe to take the
political football -- to take you guys away from
being a political football. It was always our
belief that no matter what came up, the red light
camera fund was a designated fund for youth
board, seniors, and other agencies, whatever the
ones within the law. From our standpoint, if you
have the willingness -- if you're unwilling to
stay obligated to that law, then obviously what's
the point of the law in the first place when we
did it in 20097 If it's so easy to repeal it
when the going gets tough, | just don't see the
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sense of why we did it. Then to say it's the
democrats or the republicans, I'm going to
respect your wishes. I'm not going to get into a
blame thing back and forth. To me, it seems a
little disingenuous, that when you passed the
law, suddenly the law doesn't really matter
anymore because things have gotten so rough.

To answer to their point, | just don't
see the willingness from NIFA. If somebody could
show me something different, | would love to see
it. 1 don't see the willingness from NIFA to
support any levels of bonding without a
substantial amount of savings of $150 million
being in place.

MR. LEVY: Kevan, | appreciate your
point. And | want to let other people have an
opportunity to speak. But | do want to say, just
for the record, something that we shared with
you. Our coalition is not taking a position on
the borrowing. | know you understand it, but |
just wanted to put that on the record. We don't
know enough about whether it's a good idea or a
bad idea. All we want is we think there are
alternatives to this fight that protect our
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system. | have two documents -- I'll give one to
you and one to Mr. Schmitt -- that explain where
the funds are already existing. If the funds are
there, there's no need to vote to rescind them
today because we have shown where they are. We
have shared this with Mr. Sullivan briefly, and

now we've shared it with the majority leader and
minority leader.

We have a proposal. We have an
alternative. We have a way this doesn't have to
be done. So please don't say our back's up
against the wall.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Please. By no
means, | don't want you to believe or think that
I was implying that you should support the
position.

MR. LEVY: | know you're not. | just
wanted to clarify.

LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: My point was,
basically, | heard the presiding officer talk
about the fact that, you know, bonding is going
to pass or not pass. Absent from his argument,
he left out the fact that obviously there's an
oversight board that has to approve the bonding
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as well. As you probably well know, that same
board already, in a few short days, did not
approve bonding for the Aquatic Center, as well
as did not approve a contract for Morgan Stanley
for the privatization of sewers. So there's
obviously another entity that's involved that he
chose to neglect, for whatever reason. That
being said. Since that entity is obviously the
800 pound elephant in the room, | think from our
standpoint, for someone to say in this
legislature that if this passes today you'll be
able to get your contracts, | think is not giving
you the full facts and the full truth. When,
full well, I have not seen anything. Someone can
correct me where I'm wrong. | have not seen any
documentation that NIFA would support any level
of borrowing for anything without the $150
million being in savings, which they would do on
February 1, 2012, and now we're approaching June.
MR. LEVY: Thank you all.
LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS: Thank you, Ted.
LEGISLATOR GONSALVES: Legislator
Denenberg. Anything else to add?
LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: Ted, Ted. You
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know what? | heard you loud and clear. The
issue you are here to speak about is a promise
was made -- it wasn't just a promise, it's a law
--in 2009, when this body faced closing a $150
million budget gap, which is -- | think | got it

on the nose; the buzzer went off. But we were
facing a $150 million budget gap, which is
exactly what NIFA wants to see closed right now,
$150 million. In a bipartisan way, this
legislature said, because you were being
threatened with cuts, your $14 million worth of
contracts, when you talk about youth, behavior
services, and mental health, seniors, and
veterans. That's what you were faced, $14
million in cuts to come up with part of that 150.
We said, in a bipartisan way, no. Because the
county executive can keep coming back to us
again, and again, and again, and saying unless
you approve this, I'm going to cut the
discretionary youth and mental health services.
Right? And we said no -- whether it was drug and
alcohol, mental health, youth. We put a
continuing revenue source in so that you weren't
held hostage all the time. It's the truth. If
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that's taken away, if that's taken away, today
you're being held hostage to $41 million in
borrowing. Tomorrow there's a bill right behind
there for $102 million in borrowing. And then
there's a bill for yet another $114 million for
borrowing. You will always be held hostage
unless we keep our promise, which was done in a
bipartisan way in February 2009, when then-county
executive said the walls are caving in. Merrill
Lynch just went bankrupt. Sales tax plummeted by
over $100 million. And we said here's your
revenue source. You say you need this for mental
health. We'll trust you, but we're going to make

it law. Don't ever undo what we did because that
took you away from discretionary funding. This
puts you right back at the mercy of any county
executive and any legislature. So the bottom

line is this.

You will -- if this is taken away -- |
voted against the second stage of red light
cameras because | saw it was going to the general
fund, and it was paving the way that now, even
the first stage is being taken away from where it
was supposed to be. And at that time the current
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county executive was a legislator. The current
presiding officer said we don't want to let the
county executive use this money any other way.
So why -- what's changed? Why are we allowing
the county executive to use the money any other
way? A $150 million worth of cuts will always
include you if this is repealed. We can't repeal
it.

MR. LEVY: We were told that the need is
only for this year because of accumulation of tax
certs and that it wasn't needed going forward.

But the law is not just to change it for this

law, it's to change it going forward. When |
guestioned that, | was told there may be need in
other years. That's just not right.

LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: There's $400
million worth of tax certs coming. Four-hundred
million. Not 42. Four-hundred million. So this
is going to happen again and again. When we were
in the majority and they were in the minority,
you know what? No one pointed fingers. We said,
you know what County Executive Suozzi, at the
time, you can't touch them. You want the red
light cameras, dedicate the money to protect
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these agencies.

| want to protect these agencies. I'm
going to vote no to repeal it and all of us
should, period.

MR. LEVY: Thank you.

LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: Let me just say
this. Isn't this ironic that some of the money
that could go to you went out for this mailer
that said, hey, thank you, Ed Mangano, for not
borrowing against my future. What you're being
told right now is that we need to borrow against
your future to save our present. You know what?
So why are we mailing this? | don't need to
borrow against my future to save the present. We
took care of it. The first red light cameras
have to go to you. To repeal it, particularly
retroactively, is a shame, it's wrong, and it has
to be stopped.

MR. LEVY: Thank you all. Mr. Schmitt,
thank you for the time. Mr. Schmitt, | left the
document for you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator
Nicolello.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: 1 just wanted to
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make a couple of points in response to some of
the things that have been said.

Legislator Schmitt had mentioned that we
had approved borrowing over the last ten years.
The amount of borrowing that we approved was a
billion dollars. A billion dollars in borrowing
over ten years. Republicans, time after time
after time, gave the votes so that that borrowing
could go forward. That borrowing went forward,
the county kept operating. The money was there
to fund the programs.

The bonds that we're approving today,
many of which of these tax refunds date back ten
years, 15 years, they're not new. They were
generated by mistakes in assessment over the last
15 years.

There's been a lot of discussion about
the evils of borrowing. No one up here likes to
borrow for tax refunds. Obviously, we have done
it in a responsible way for over ten years
because we knew it would shut down county
government. But the issue today is not whether
or not borrowing is good. It's not whether or
not NIFA is going to approve it. The issue is
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are we going to get votes from the minority to
approve this? And they've already said, in
writing, that they will not approve any borrowing
until they get the districts that they want.

It's not about NIFA. It's not about pay-
go. It's about they want the districts, and
they're not going to give us the votes, number
one. It's in writing.

MR. LEVY: But can't you take us out of
that argument? | don't want -- you see, you're
going to say it's about redistricting, they're
going to say something back, and you're going to
forget that I'm standing here. Can't we come out
of that argument and deal with our issue? |
don't want to hear about borrowing, and | don't
want to hear about redistricting. | don't have
an opinion about that. I'm not a politician.

I'm here to talk about my issue --

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Let me say this.

MR. LEVY: and I'm going to implore you
to please take us out of your feud.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: You said you
don’'t care whether it's good or bad, the
borrowing.
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MR. LEVY: On a personal level, | care.
But representing the --

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Let me tell you
why --

MR. LEVY: youth and substance abuse
program, we don't have an opinion.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Let me tell you
why it is vitally important for the youth
programs.

They mentioned the fact that there's
upwards of $100 million more in cuts that have to
be achieved. Before we even touch the borrowing,
that's $100 million. That's a lot of work.

We're in crisis. If, today, we don't approve

that borrowing, there's $41 million in judgments
that are outstanding. That will allow the

attorneys who have those judgments to freeze bank
accounts to the tune of $80 million. Now, in the
environment in which we already have to seek
cuts, in which we have a crisis, that puts us

over the edge.

Now, everyone in this room who is in the
youth agencies is an intelligent person, you
contribute a tremendous amount to society. |
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can't believe that anyone out here doesn't
understand how bad it is if we don't approve this
borrowing today.

MR. LEVY: Let me paraphrase what you
just said; it's their fault.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Come on.

MR. LEVY: That's what you just said.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Don't you
understand --

MR. LEVY: You said it's their fault.

If | speak to them about borrowing, you know what
they're going to say? It's your fault.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: | don't care
whose fault it is. Don't you understand the
impact on your agencies if we don't approve this
borrowing? Can't you understand how bad it is
for you?

MR. LEVY: Yes. I've given you an
alternative that takes us out of the borrowing
dilemma.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: Get me $40
million on top of the $90 million we have to get.

MR. LEVY: | can't solve all the county
problems. | can just fund our agencies. I'm
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sorry.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: I can solve 40
million of it today.

MR. LEVY: | can't fund the whole
county. I'm not that good.

LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO: | understand
that. But you all have to understand how bad it
is for the youth agencies, the senior agencies,
the employees of the county, if we don't do this
responsible act of continuing this borrowing. We
did it for ten years for a billion dollars.

MR. LEVY: Okay. | can't make my point
anymore.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator DeRiggi-
Whitton.

LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON: Thank you.
| just want to say, as a newcomer you kind of see
things a little bit differently. One thing, away
from the politics, I've heard Rob Walker stand
there and say there's $90 million in our budget
right now that's available that has not been
designated to any area that's available. So |
understand how they can say that they don't have
this money and this money has to come from you.
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Number two. The red light camera. We
asked for an audit for what's been owed to you,
as well as many of the other parties that I've
met with. We still have not received that.
There's money that's owed to you that would
absolutely come in handy right now that should
not be taken away from you.

Number three. When | asked Rob Walker,
okay, listen, if you're going to take the money
away from these groups for the red light camera
when you're waiting for us to bond or whatever,
when are you going to give it back? Are you
going to give it back to them right away? And he
would not commit to that.

| don't think that this has anything to
do with the borrowing. | honestly think that
they want to put this money in the general fund
and they are using this as an excuse. They know
how important these areas are to us. And |
really, everyone knows how important it is. |
just have one other thing.

What they're saying right now is a
billion dollars in ten years, that's $100 million
a year. That's a quarter of what they're going
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to be borrowing for for this year. So when you
really look at this, what we need to do is get
financially responsible. There's still a lot of
waste in this budget. And to use you guys as the
ones that we know that we care about, really,

it's appalling to me. And I'm sorry that you're
going through this.

The bottom line is we can all vote to
borrow today, and NIFA's going to say now. So
there has to be other ways to come up with this
money. | think it's already in the budget for
you and | think you already owed it from past
amounts that are due.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Troiano.

LEGISLATOR TROIANO: Ted, can you just
come back just for a second? I'm only going to
speak for about 30 seconds.

We've heard some discussion today about
leadership. And leaderships is about making
tough choices. We've heard from the presiding
officer that in this case there really are no
other choices to be made. We don't really need
leadership because there's a certain path we have
to follow. Out of $2.7 billion in the county
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budget, the only choice we have - the only choice

we have out of $2.7 billion is to cut youth

service program, programs for the aging, and

mental health programs. Out of $2.7 billion.
Leadership is about making choices. It

is a choice to choose to cut these programs. It

reflects the county executive's priorities.

There are other choices. And | think this board

owes it to you, Ted, to at least get a copy of

the other items that you've identified that could

be cut, rather than cut the neediest amongst us.

So | ask that the district clerk make copies for

every member of the legislature to see that, so

we can make a decision that's not based on a

false choice, or having only one choice, that's

based on a full knowledge base that there are

other alternatives. Because leadership is about

making choices and setting the proper priorities.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Troiano,

there are other alternatives. What are they?
LEGISLATOR TROIANO: That's what | want

to see.
MR. LEVY: Mr. Schmitt, | presented them

to you Friday, and | have them here in the
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documents today.

LEGISLATOR TROIANO: | don't think the
choice is that we have an ad, a campaign piece
paid for by the county taxpayers that threatens
to cut this young child's future, because we're
going to cut and destroy his present.

So can we see the copies?

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: What?

LEGISLATOR TROIANO: Can we have copies
made of the other choices?

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Can we have copies
made? And give them to the clerk.

When we get to the actual hearing,
Legislator De-Riggi-Whitton, there will be people
here from Office of Budget and Management, who
will be able to address the issue of using the
fund balance and why it is not a feasible idea.

Jamie Bogenshutz.

MS. BOGENSHUTZ: Good morning. | don't
know where to start to express what | am feeling
at this very moment. | am shocked that we are
here at this place again. My name is Jamie
Bogenshutz. | am the executive director of YES
Community Counseling Center, a non-profit
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community based agency that is funded both by the
Nassau County Youth Board and the Department of
Chemical Dependency, Mental Health, and
Developmental Disabilities, both systems which
you are proposing to eliminate.

| haven't seen most of you this past year
because | am doing what | do best; | was running
my agency and serving my community, and for that
| am grateful. But here | am again today, back
to that moment where | am fighting for the
survival not only for my agency but for the
entire human services system.

Anyone who lives in this county is
painfully aware of its fiscal outlook. We
understand the high cost of living. We
understand rising taxes and tax caps, doing more
with less, discretionary spending, and red light
revenue. We get that. We really do. But how do
we make sense of this? How can we get you to
understand the profound and devastating effects
of what you are proposing today? How do we make
you understand the pain, the trauma, the
suffering that we tried desperately to respond to
each and every day? How do | get you to
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understand the parent who calls because their
child is using prescription drugs or stealing, or
lying, or cutting themselves because they don't
feel as if they belong in this world? You sit
with them, you hold their hands, and you tell
them that they are not important or worth it.

| am not talking about situations that
maybe quickly remedied. I'm talking about the
nine year old who witnessed the brutal murder of
her younger sister after she was thrown into a
wall by her father. I'm talking about the 13
year old who is failing every class, and whose
father kicked the dog to death to make a point.
I'm talking about the 18 year old who was raped
at college and had to return home because of the
nightmares and her inability to concentrate on
anything except for her attacker. | am talking
about the 14 year old who brags about his MS-13
family and what they do on the streets for fun.
I'm talking about the father who beat his wife as
she lay frozen in her wheelchair, why her three
children watched her helpless. I'm talking about
the father who drove away in his car with his son
still holding onto the windshield of the moving
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car. Sadly, | can go on and on. And how don't
they matter? How, in all good consciousness, can
you allow this to happen? Regardless of your
party affiliation, your political beliefs, please
explain to me, explain to all of us how has the
money or lack of it made it possible to ignore
what is truly important in our world.

Not that long ago, you all worked
together to establish a law that would protect
those who need you most. And with great effort,
the red light camera fund was created. At that
time, you worked in a bipartisan fashion to
secure our system, and yet today you are
proposing to repeal a law that you established.
You speak of a passion towards public service,
yet you will be setting in motion the potential
to undermine the well being of every community
member.

CLERK MULLER: Your three minutes have
expired.

MS. BOGENSHUTZ: I'm almost done.

There is great power in strong
leadership, and it takes greater leadership to
protect the tens of thousands of people who
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depend upon you to maintain the human services
system delivery.

No one can forget these decisions, and |
trust no one will forget what is happening here
this morning. And while you may not see all
those that will be affected by your actions, you
will know they exist when your schools and your
hospitals have no resources to send children and
families to, when our jails are overcrowded,
overwhelmed, when our churches and synagogues
cannot feed or comfort to all those in pain, and
when our communities are confronted with gangs,
instability and financial chaos, you will be
faced with an unprecedented crisis, and efforts
to ban synthetic marijuana or enforce drug
dealing will have little or no effect because we
will not be here to teach prevention or coping
skills or treat these people. We will all watch
the drug epidemic take more lives. And what is
most disheartening is that this can be thwarted.

We implore you to do what is right for
every resident in this county, together, without
any political rhetoric or bantering, but to do
what is right for your children, for your
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neighbors, and for every community; protect the
right light camera legislation.

| have been a proud resident of this
county for my entire life. However, today, | am
profoundly saddened that this is the best that we
can do. | have always believed that we are all
capable of making a difference in the world if we
are fair, honest, kind, and compassionate, and
maintain our commitment to others. | would
implore you to do the same; make a real
difference today. If you cannot, today will be
the beginning of a very bleak new chapter for
everyone who calls Nassau County their home.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Pat Boyle.

MR. BOYLE: Hi. Most of the things have
already been said, as far as the technical part
of this goes. | kind of want to talk to you a
little bit about you.

One of the things that everybody does is
they all have parts of their jobs that they can't
stand doing and that includes all of us. For
example, | know Legislator Muscarella, you come
to our golf outing every year and you get a
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chance to see a bunch of tee signs out there and
everything else out there; | hate going after
those tee signs. | can't stand it. | hate doing
it. There are other parts of my job, too, that |
really don't like. Thankfully, most of it | do.

| would be willing to bet that you, as

individuals up there, hate the fact that you have
to be able to come after us every single time.
As a group of ten and as a group of nine, it's a
lot easier to do. But as individuals, | could

not look one of you in the face up there and
think that you're enjoying doing what you're
doing to us right now.

What's going to happen on July 1st is
something that each and every one of you are
going to have to sit down at night and say to
yourself, what the heck did | do and why did |
have to do it?

One of the things that you're doing is
you're going to repeal this red light law. This
was our only opportunity. And the horse has been
beaten dead already; | won't keep going with it.
But that was our only opportunity to have a
designated stream of funding that would be there
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for us, year after year, and now you're ripping

it right out from under our feet. As a group,

ten and nine, it's okay. We have to do what we
have to do. As individuals, each one of you
looking each one of you in the face, is that what
you really want to do?

Do you want, on July 1, our children --
our children, each and every individual one of
you, to have nowhere to go? Just in EImont
alone, 250 kids in a summer program - no, out on
the street. Out on the street from 9 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. What are you going to do? The young
people who we hire for those programs who aren't
going to be hired this year, what are you going
to do? The 800 kids after that, in after-school
programs that you've heard me talk about 10
million times, what are they going to do? Which
one of their faces are you going to see in your
mind that says | did the wrong thing? | repealed
this law. | never should have done it. Why did
| do that? Think about it. Think about it as
individuals. What are we going to do to make it
work?

Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Bosworth.

LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. Boyle. You say that we've seen you so
many times. Actually, when we were in the
majority we saw you a lot. Frankly, haven't seen
you so much lately.

MR. BOYLE: | really wish you didn't
bring that up. Here's the bottom line. And I've
explained to this to other legislators as well,
too.

When we received a three percent cut
recently, and it's just this year that you
haven't seen me, supposedly. I've been here
sneaking around. You obviously don't look.

LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: Well, sneaking
around is different from getting up and speaking.

MR. BOYLE: Here's what. I'm going to
tell you what happened. When three percent is
being cut from your budget, sometimes you have to
sit back and say what about the 200 people that
just got laid off. Am | going to look like a
fool for asking for three percent more when
somebody is coming up here and telling you that
they can't pay their mortgage and can't feed
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their kids? That's not where I'm coming from on
these things. And | don't want to justify it by
having to do that. But that's why | wasn't here.

LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: Okay. So that's
an answer. But | would also like to say that I'm
doing the right thing. So when you say am |
going to be able to go to sleep at night knowing
that I've done the right thing? You can be best
well assured that | will.

MR. BOYLE: Good. Good.

LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: Because | believe
so strongly that whether you're in the majority,
whether you're in the minority, we are all here.

And if we don't look out for our youth and we
don't look at for those who are need, who is
going to?

One of the things that we are elected to
do is to speak out for those who perhaps can't
speak out for themselves. And | think we all
need to speak about that.

MR. BOYLE: | agree with you. And,
good, I'm glad you see that. And I'm glad that
what | said made you a little bit mad about it,
because we gotta get mad. We gotta do something.
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LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH: | was mad before.

But certainly your comments were welcome.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Ford.
LEGISLATOR FORD: Pat, it's Denise Ford.

And | want to thank you for coming down. | think

that you're very eloquent, as always.

This is a tough day. You know, and it's
not something that any of us are looking forward
to at all. But, as you know, | don't like our
backs to be against the wall. For all of us,
like, everyone -- like, our youth, our seniors,
our employees, everybody is very, very important
to all of us. But it's been said time and time
again that even in the worst of times -- and |
sit up here and | don't always agree with even my
own side, you know, that -- the side that | sit
on. But | have to say, in the nine years that
I've been in this office, we've had our
disagreements even with the democrats, and, at
times it almost bordered sometimes on bloody.
But | have to say that when push came to shove,
maybe we didn't believe philosophically in some
things, we did feel that it was very, very
important that we continue with the bonding,
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especially with the tax certs, just as all of you
are here and you're asking us for continue to
support and not move the red light camera money
out of the dedicated fund and put it into the
general fund.

The reality is that we also have people
on the other side that I've received numerous
phone calls from residents in my area that are
waiting, you know, for their tax refunds. You
know, they have won their grievances. They are
waiting for this money. There are some that are
already being billed by the company that they
hired to grieve their assessment. So they may be
getting, say, $5,000, but they now are being told
that they have to pay $2500 to this company, and
that company wants their money now. We have
small businesses that are also waiting for their
money. You know, we're looking at small
businesses. Just as we're afraid of our youth
agencies going under and not being able to take
care of our young people, we're also looking at
some small businesses that are also facing
closing their doors. People losing their jobs,
in whatever services that they are providing to
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the community.

This is a very, very serious bad
situation. Even -- and we'll find out later.

Even if we do say, you know what? We're going to
keep the red light camera money where it is, it
still is something that if the lawyers deem --
Legislator Nicolello was trying to explain that.
That we have these judgments, that we have these
lawyers that are saying they went to court and

the judges said you have to pay this $41 million
now and the lawyers can attach -- and we can get
this from the experts -- that they can attach

these funds. If they do decide that they want

to, even if it is a dedicated funding source, to

the youth services for the red light camera, they
can attach that money as well.

So, what we are looking for -- and
Legislator Denenberg even said, that behind this
$41 million, there's even more money that we're
going to have to come up with bonding. And we're
going to have to make sure -- because if we don't
bond it and we don't pay it back, it's going to
come out from somewhere and it's going to come
out from that general fund. Not only will our
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agencies and all of the services that we have
this money to provide for, but we're also looking
at a lot more employees losing their jobs. This
is the seriousness.

We're asking that, in the past, where we
have always agreed with the bonding, this is why
we're saying that today is very, very key, that
we need to have the bonding. We do not want to
see any of our youth services, any of our senior
services be stopped. But we also want to make
sure that our residents get the money that they
are owed.

But, thank you.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Wink.

LEGISLATOR WINK: Good morning. | want
to thank the speakers for being here this
morning. Let's put this in a little bit of
context, if we can.

What you're being asked to do today is to
pay for overspending on the part of the
administration in 2011, not in 2012. In 2011.

On March 28 of this year, Comptroller Maragos put
out a press release in which he touted the fact
that Nassau County was going to end the year with
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a budgetary surplus. There should have been a
huge asterisk at the end of this whole thing. In
fact, half way down, Mr. Maragos' press release
says the above un-audited results may be impacted
by the treatment of $43.1 million in accrued
short-term tax certiorari expenses against the
county's capital fund. The administration has
represented there is sufficient bond

authorization remaining as of the year ending
December 31, 2011, with which to issue the bonds
that will fund this expense, and the

administration intends to request that the County
Legislature approve a supplemental appropriation
in the amount of the accrual.

Long story short, ladies and gentlemen,
this administration overspent by $43 million and
they're now asking you to pay for it. Okay?

Even if this bonding took place and even if,
under the most beneficial of circumstances, NIFA
said okay, fine, go forward with it, you are all

my witness, we would be here in three month's
time, maybe four, maybe it would last until
budget hearings in September, but we would be
here again not for your cuts to cover 2011, but
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for your cuts to cover the rest of 2012 and for
your cuts to cover 2013. This is a revolving
door here. This is a carousel that we're all on.
This administration is asking for $40 million
worth of bonding today to avoid cuts; they're
going to be asking for it again, and again, and
again. So let's be very clear about this. This
is not the end; this isn't even the beginning of
the end. This is barely the end of the beginning
with all of this.

We are all going to be facing this. And
the first thing we can do to stand up to this is
to make sure that revenue stream that we
dedicated for these red light cameras remains
dedicated for that purpose.

MR. BOYLE: If I could just respond to
that quickly. With all due respect, which | hate
starting out with, the bottom line is we won't be
looking at this in 2012 to be able to make up for
cuts in 2012, and we won't be looking at this to
make up cuts in 2013, because we're not going to
be here. The bottom line is we're gone after
this. July 1, boom, boom, boom - no more youth
board, no more youth programs, no more nothing.
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| lose an additional $400,000 on top of the
county money because | won't be able to have
matching funds to be able to get the other money.
Gone. Gone. No more. Wave goodbye. Pat won't
be back here again. There's no reason to.
Realize that this is it.

LEGISLATOR WINK: Pat, my point simply
is even if we let this happen today, even if we
put the bonding through today, you're going to be
facing extinction each and every time this thing
comes up.

MR. BOYLE: So why would next year be
different than this year?

LEGISLATOR WINK: Pat, | understand all
of that, Pat. But the fact remains that we are
in a position right now where we can keep you
guys whole, we can keep that funding in place, we
can keep that funding dedicated. It doesn't need
to come to this. That's the way you survive, not
by coming begging for $40 million worth of
borrowing today. And, by the way, there's
another $114 million on this calendar today, as
well, in addition to the 40 million.

This, unfortunately, is not going to end
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today, and it's not going to end well, at the
rate things are going, if this administration
continues to force this issue and to make you
guys the scapegoats for it.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Becker.

LEGISLATOR BECKER: | don't know if it's
worth speaking because the applause consistently
goes to the other side of the aisle, by putting
the --

LEGISLATOR WINK: | didn't realize that
we're doing this for the applause, Fran.

LEGISLATOR BECKER: Well, I'm talking
about the applause of the audience. Sitting up
here you see the applause going to the other side
of the aisle.

| feel it bears repeating once again.
The Democrats were in charge eight years, plus
two, ten years, and because of their incompetence
and the mismanagement of their administration,
$310 million this County is in debt. So what
we're trying to do is fix the mess that they left
behind.

| applaud our county executive for
working day and night, balancing the budget, to
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fix the absolute mess that they left, and, of
course, they're working against us each and every
step of the way.

They hide behind the fact -- well, we
want this dedicated fund; | supported that and
continue to support that. But there's only one
bottom line here, and | wish that all the people
in the audience who are applauding so heartedly
for them had called their offices day in and day
out to try to convince them the bottom line here
is if they vote for the bonding, today, tomorrow,
whenever we need it, because of the mess they
left behind, they vote for the bonding and this
all goes away. It absolutely all goes away.

The concept that they are trying to sell
to you is, oh, you're going to be held hostage
each and every time this occurs. It wasn't us
that ever said when we were being redistricted by
them that, ah, we weren't going to bond for them
until we got the districts we wanted. This is
the most incredible, disappointing situation I've
ever experienced here in the legislature and, in
like, politics. When the other side of the aisle
says until we get the districts we want or things
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go the way we want them, we're not providing any
bonding for the county. I've never seen politics
come into play here as it is on the other side of
the aisle. They certainly should be ashamed of
themselves. If this occurs and they vote down
the bonding, this will be the lowest day in my
experience here as a county legislator ever, when
we couldn't work together to this point to save
the youth agencies.

When | walk away today, if this bonding
doesn't occur -- you may want to applaud against
me, boo me as you've booed some of us. The
bottom line is it will be their responsibility
for not passing the bond and allow us to continue
to provide the youth services their money. Boo
me, don't applaud me, but that's the bottom line,
whether you can accept that fact or not.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Joseph Smith.

LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: That's really
nice.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Joe Smith.

MR. SMITH: I'm going to keep my remarks
rather brief. Most of what needs to be said |
think has already been said. These are
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incredibly -- it's an incredible tragedy that
we're facing with this situation here.

Back in 2009, this legislature acted
boldly and came up with a creative solution to
what has been an historic aberration, that is
considering the vital services for youth and
seniors, people suffering from drug and alcohol
dependency, people suffering with mental illness,
treating them as discretionary, as throw-aways.
This legislature came up with a creative solution
to that, creating a designated stream of funds
that would protect those services in good times
and bad, that would protect those services and
ensure that they were not considered
discretionary.

You made a decision then that you would
prioritize these services, that you would
prioritize those values, the values that make
Nassau County the great place that it once was.
And so today we're looking at an abdication of
that, an elimination of that both solution
because we are facing difficult times. But that
was the very purpose, that was the very purpose
behind your decision to make this a designated

REGAL REPORTING SERVICES
516-747-7353

77




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Full Legislature — 5-21-12 78

stream of revenue. So | have only a couple of
guestions.

One. If it was a good solution then, why
isn't it a good solution now? Why, if it was the
creative solution then, why should it be
abandoned today?

You have a choice to make; you can
continue to prioritize the values that you
prioritized in 2009, you can say, you know what?
This is the one sector -- what other sector in
this county has taken itself off the general fund
entirely, entirely?

The red light camera money was intended
to make up for losses, to prevent cuts. In
reality, it has replaced what was general fund
revenue that was provided to support these
programs. I'm going to use the figure of
approximately $15 million. That was there before
red light camera revenue, provided through
general fund revenue. That was taken away. That
general fund revenue that had been used to
support these programs has been used each year
subsequently to underwrite other costs in Nassau
County. So, our sector, the human services
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sector has --

FEMALE VOICE: Your three minutes are
up.

MR. SMITH: always contributed $15
million a year toward the county's financial
position. Now we're being told that we're going
to take the replacement money, the dedicated
stream of funds that you so boldly earmarked for
this purpose, and we're going to take that away
as well. What other sector has had that occur?
So that's the next question.

The final question is this. And | ask
this question of Mr. Schmitt and | ask this
guestion of Mr. Abrahams. Is this doomsday? And
each of them, individually, separately, said yes,
this is doomsday. And so my last question is
this. If each of you, who have been elected by
the people of Nassau County to represent their
wishes, to represent their well being, to be the
leaders, to make the bold decisions. If this is
facing doomsday, how do you leave this room
without a solution that prevents it? That's my
last question.

CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Ford.

REGAL REPORTING SERVICES
516-747-7353

79




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Full Legislature — 5-21-12 80
LEGISLATOR FORD: Joe. Joe Smith. You

can see me over here. You're right. How do we
leave here with this type of doomsday scenario?
| think -- and a lot of times | hear
people call out from the audience that we should
all work together, both sides. We are, without a
doubt, divided very politically up here. | have
said time and time again that I am willing to
meet with anyone, to meet with anybody. I've
extended an invitation to those on the other
side, that we do try to move away from our
political sides and really, truly work on the
governmental sides. That, to see whether or not
we need a core group of us to sit together, on
both sides, republicans and democrats, to really
truly say what do we need to do? How do we
achieve to be able to keep this county running,
to keep all of the services being offered, and
maybe just without having political leaders
breathing down our necks, to be able to say what
really is the best answer to all of this? Maybe
we need to look at this and maybe to work with
the county executive quietly to say what
information do we need? What's being withheld
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from us and how can we keep this from being a
doomsday today?
For me, | think that we really have to
move away from our comfortable selves and get
into an uncomfortable situation and finally say
if we all can't work together, then we might as
well let everything fail.
But, | thank you.
CHAIRMAN SCHMITT: Legislator Denenberg.
LEGISLATOR DENENBERG: Joe. Joe. Mr.
Smith, just stay there. To answer your question,
it was doomsday in 2009, just like its doomsday
now. That source of revenue, the red light
camera revenue, was dedicated in a bipartisan
way, when | was in the majority, to the youth
board agencies, to hold them whole at that time
and to never have to do what you're doing today
again. So my answer when it was doomsday was you
deserve that funding. Even before today, you've
said it - that funding was supposed to not just
hold you whole, but to go to avoid those cuts.
There's never been an accounting. The red light
camera money has been totally dedicated now,
without even this legislator speaki